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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the Office Action mailed June 1 5, 2007, applicant submitted an 
amendment filed on August 15, 2007, in which the applicant amended and requested 
reconsideration with respect to claim 1 . 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's argue that Kovesdi relates to a system that visually presents data and 
its description. Kovesdi does not audibly present information from different positions in 
space. 

Kovesdi teaches that the tour can be implemented using a headphone output 
(column 4, paragraph 0044) and that the device may function without a display (column 
4, paragraph 0045). That implies that the information can be audibly presented. 
However, Applicants arguments are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kovesdi et al. (PGPUB 2003/0155413), hereinafter referenced as Kovesdi in view of 
Andrews et al. (PGPUB 2004/0061646), hereinafter referenced as Andrews. 

Regarding claims 1, 9 and 18, Kovesdi discloses a method, system and 
computer program, hereinafter referenced as a method for presenting and browsing 
information, comprising the steps of: 

classifying the information into a plurality of classes and sub-classes, each class 
having at least one sub-class (winter/summer; column 4, paragraph 0039 and column 5, 
paragraph 0054); 

presenting the plurality of classes of information to a user (display; column 4, 
paragraph 0045 and column 13, paragraph 0095-0096). 

directional tagging said classified information for spatial presentation (tags; 
column 4, paragraph 0039 and paragraphs 0044-0045 with column 6, paragraph 0060- 
0062), and 

wherein each class is audibly presented (headphone output; column 4, 
paragraph 0039 and paragraphs 0044-0045 with column 6, paragraph 0060-0062), but 
does not specifically teach wherein each class is audibly presented from a different 
position in space based on the directional tagging. 

Andrew discloses a method and apparatus for location detemnination based on 
dispersed RF tags wherein each class (classes; column 3, paragraph 0028) is audibly 
presented from a different position in space (audibly telling user; column 6, paragraphs 



Application/Control Number: 10/797,847 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2626 

0060) based on the directional tagging (RF tags; column 1, paragraphs 0001, 0006 and 
0014 with column 2, paragraph 0020), to track information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kovesdi's method wherein it is described above, 
to help visually impaired user or any other users who desire help with navigating 
(column 6, paragraph 0060). 

Regarding claims 2, 10 and 19, Kovesdi discloses a method further comprising 
the step of interactively controlling the presentation of the sub-classes (column 8, 
paragraph 0075 and column 13, paragraph 0095-0096). 

Regarding claims 4, 12 and 21, Kovesdi discloses a method wherein the 
interactively controlling step includes the steps of: 

receiving an input command from the user, said input command containing 
information identifying a position in space from which a class was presented (objects in 
the proximity/location determination; column 7, paragraph 0064); and 

presenting sub-class information of the class said input command identified 
(column 8, paragraph 0075 and column 13, paragraph 0095-0096). 

Regarding claims 5, 13 and 22, Kovesdi discloses a method wherein the input 
command is received through a spoken command from the user (speech recognizer; 
column 6, paragraph 0059 with column 7, paragraph 0064), 

Regarding claims 6, 14 and 23, Kovesdi discloses a method wherein the input 
command is received through an input device having means for determining a direction 
to which a user points (objects in the proximity/location determination; column 7, 
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paragraph 0064 with GPS; column 4, paragraphs 0040-0041 and column 13, paragraph 
0098). 

Regarding claims 7, 15 and 24, Kovesdi discloses a method wherein the input 
command is received through an electrical or mechanical input device (inputting 
information; columns 4-5, paragraph 0046 and column 12, paragraph 0089). 

Regarding claims 8, 16 and 25, Kovesdi discloses a method wherein the 
interactively controlling step includes the steps of: 

receiving an input command from the user, said input command containing 
infomnation identifying a class or sub-class (column 39, paragraphs 0039-;0040) and 

presenting further information of the class or sub-class said input command 
identified (objects in the proximity/location detemiination; column 7, paragraph 0064). 

Regarding claim 26, Kavesdi discloses a method wherein the input command is 
received through at least one of a speech recognition system, an input device having 
means for determining a direction to which a user points and a standard computer input 
device (speech recognizer; column 6, paragraph 0059 with column 7, paragraph 0064). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R. Jackson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 5:30am- 
2:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JRJ 

October 18, 2007 




DAVID HUDSPETH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



